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[COURSE INFORMATION] 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

& GOALS 

<K-ARCHITECTURE: Understanding Korea through the Lens of Architecture in Seoul> 

This course offers exploration of modern and contemporary architecture in Seoul, 

showcasing how the city's innovative designs respond to urban challenges. It covers 

various dimensions of Seoul’s architecture, from historical influences to the structures 

of living, learning, working, and cultural spaces, as well as its global interactions. 

Through lectures and architectural analysis, students will understand how architecture 

encapsulates Seoul’s dynamic urban spirit. This course is designed to be beneficial for 

students from all disciplines, not just those majoring in architecture or design. It is open 

to all students interested in gaining insights into the architectural landscape of one of 

the world's most vibrant cities. 

 

PREREQUISITE none 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS  

GRADING POLICY 

 

30% Attendance 

30% Photo Essay: 1page visual essay of hidden space in Seoul 

40% Final Exam 

 

TEXTS & NOTES 

 

In-Class Material 

 

INSTRUCTOR’S PROFILE  

 

Sang Hoon Youm is currently an Associate Professor in the Department of Architecture 

and Architectural Engineering at Yonsei University. He graduated from Seoul National 

University and Columbia University in NY and leads the CAT Architecture & Urban 

Design Lab at Yonsei University. He explores the interface between cities and 

architecture, aiming to create environments that blend advanced technology with 

historical beauty. Also, as a professor at YARD (Yonsei Architecture Research and 

Design) group, he links education, research, and practice, participating in various public 

architectural projects and experiments. His research on the boundary space between 

architecture and the city explores the evolving role of architects in the urban 

environment. His designs and research have been showcased at prestigious venues, 

including the National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art Seoul and MoMA New 

York. Professor Youm also curated the Guest Cities Exhibition at the 4th Seoul Biennale 

of Architecture and Urbanism, and he has received various recognition, including the 

Korean Institute of Architects Award. 
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[WEEKLY SCHEDULE] 

* Your detailed explanation would be very helpful for prospective students to get a pre-approval for credit-transfer 

from their home university in advance.  

WEEK (PERIOD) WEEKLY TOPIC & CONTENTS 

COURSE 

MATERIAL 

& 

ASSIGNME

NTS 

NOTES  

1 

 

<Seoul: Open and Closed City> 

- Introduction 

- Policy and Development of Urban Pattern in Seoul 

- Public Spaces in Seoul 

- Ssamzigil, Hongik District, Sewoon Complex, City Hall, MMCA 

Seoul, etc.  

 

<History in Seoul> 

- Brief History of Seoul  

- Coexistence of Past and Future 

- Modern Architecture in Seoul 

- Hilton Hotel, YDJ Memorial, Seoul Hall Of Urbanism & 

Architecture, Hanok, etc. 

 

 

Schedules may 

be adjusted as 

circumstances 

require 

2 

 

<Living in Seoul> 

- Housing Typologies in Seoul 

- Development of Apartment Complex 

- Yu-il, Third Place, Boutique Monaco, Beyond the Screen 

Housing, etc. 

 

<Working in Seoul> 

- Highrise Buildings 

- Cultural and Social Role of Corporates 

- Amore Pacific Headquarters, HD Hyundai Global R＆D Center, 

Naver Headquaters, Hyundai Card Building Series, Seoul Square 

Building, D-Tower, etc. 

 

Photo 

Essay Due 

Schedules may 

be adjusted as 

circumstances 

require 

3 

 

<Learning in Seoul> 

- Education in Seoul 

- University Campus 

- ECC, Yonsei University, Donghwa Triangle School, Singil 

School, Milal School, etc.  

 

<Culture in Korea> 

- Cultural Facilities 

- Religious Facilities 

- Infrastructure Architecture 

- Korean Architects 

- Cosmos, Seoul-ro 7017, Art Buncker, Pinx, Ananti, Nest Hotel, 

The Shrine of Our Lady of the Rosary of Namyang, etc. 

- Swoo Geun Kim, Chung-up Kim, Seung H-Sang, Byong Soo 

Cho, Wuk Choi, Minsuk Cho, etc. 

 

Schedules may 

be adjusted as 

circumstances 

require 
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WEEK (PERIOD) WEEKLY TOPIC & CONTENTS 

COURSE 

MATERIAL 

& 

ASSIGNME

NTS 

NOTES  

 

<Photo Essay> 

 

4 

 

<World in Seoul> 

- Foreign Architects 

- Foreign Land in Seoul: Embassy Buildings  

- DDP, K-3, Swiss Embassy, French Embassy, etc. 

- David Chipperfield, Herzog & de Meuron, Toyo Ito, Ando 

Tadao, Steven Holl, Richard Meier, etc.  

 

<Final Exam> 

 

 

Schedules may 

be adjusted as 

circumstances 

require 

 


